ETHICS										      	        Cazenovia College
Dr Sanders											      Spring 2021  
Final Exam

[bookmark: _GoBack]Directions:  Working on your own, respond to the following questions directly and in a manner that demonstrates your knowledge of the various theories of ethics we have studied this semester.  Answer all parts of each question in the order they appear and be sure to use the terms and ideas explained in the notes and lectures for the course.  Write in short-essay format, meaning complete sentences and 1-3+ solid paragraphs expressing fully formed thoughts (no bullet points, lists, or three sentence answers).   Answers should be presented in terms of the links and notes provided on Canvas.  You do not need to cite class notes.  Non-Canvas sources should not be used. If, however, you do, make sure that they are very clearly cited per policies on academic integrity.

For this exam you are to write 3 essays total, one each from parts A, B (pick one), and C below:  

Part A (35)

1. Distributive Justice.  Explain how John Rawls’ theory of Justice might approach the situation of economic inequality in the US today.  In particular, what would Rawls say about the moral justification of programs designed to redistribute wealth and opportunity such as Affirmative Action (i.e., allowing advantageous treatment in schools, such as reserved admission spots or lower gpa/SAT/ACT requirements, or for members of certain traditionally disadvantaged groups).  After discussing Rawls’ theory, then explain how one other approach to distributive justice might address this same issue in a way different from Rawls.  Finally, address which response is preferable and why. 
Part B (25) – Choose ONE question from the following two:
1. Just War Theory.  Explain the main principles of just war theory by considering why the various aspects of this theory may or may not consider the following cases justified.  Be sure to clearly mention/discuss all principles involved and which might or might not apply in each case:  A) a corporation hires a band of mercenaries to invade a country and seize its resources for profit;  B) in order to kill suspected terrorists, the legitimate armed forces of one country launch missile strikes against suspected terrorist safe-houses, knowing that in the process dozens of innocent civilians will likely be killed.   
2. Rights.  The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights refers in general to a Right of “Well Being” (adequate food, housing, income, etc.).  Making reference to many or all of the different kinds of rights or aspects of rights we have discussed, explain – using terms from the course – what kind of right this is (and which it is not) and why.  What kinds of actions might this right require societies to take to see that it is respected?  To what extent and/or how do you see this right as actually being respected or not in our society today (referencing, for example, what we discussed re economic inequality or other facts you know)?  
Part C (40)
1. (Mandatory) Comparative: Ancient vs Modern.  What, in your opinion, is more important:  the rules a person follows in their life or the character that one has, i.e., that one be the ‘right’ kind of person or do the ‘right’ thing?  Answer, making reference to what you see as the pluses and minuses of the approaches to ethics offered by A) the ancients and virtue ethics (Aristotle, etc.) and B) the modern theories of morality (Kant, Utilitarianism, etc.) we have studied this term.   Note: do not answer ‘both’ to this last question… make a (philosophical) argument for one or the other, in the process demonstrating the knowledge you possess of the various theories we’ve discussed.
